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The meanings of the Japanese numerical additive particles “ato” and
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moo” : Their interaction with eventuality and intensional operators]

Osamu Sawada (FF K

In this presentation, I will investigate the meanings and distribution patterns of the Japanese
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numerical additive particles ““ato”” and ““moo””. I argue that although ““ato”” and ““moo””

deliver an additive meaning, they have different scale properties are different. ““Moo”” is non-
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endpoint-oriented in that it simply adds a given degree to an existing degree, whereas ato

is endpoint-oriented in that it signals that adding the given degree to an existing degree will
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reach an endpoint. In terms of distribution, although both ““ato moo”” can co-occur

X1 ”»

with eventive predicates, only moo can co-occur with a stative predicate, which results

X &K

in comparative interpretation. The paper shows that ato s requirement of a future-
oriented endpoint explains its incompatibility with the stative predicate, and this supports the
idea that event verbs have an event argument, while stative predicates do not (e.g., Katz 2003,

2008; Kratzer 1995; Maienborn 2005). One puzzling point is that if we embed ““ato
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conditional clause or a modal sentence, ““ato  can co-occur with a stative predicate. I argue

is satisfied through the

(1113 999

that the requirement for an endpoint-oriented measurement in ““ato
intensional operator, demonstrating that the constraint on the scale structure is met not only
at the local level but also at the global level. This paper provides a new perspective on the

semantic variation of additive particles in terms of eventuality and intensionality.
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