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Abstract

This study analyzes the usage characteristics of connective expressions (125 items) at the sentence
beginnings in opinion essays authored by 144 native Japanese-speaking university students and
144 Japanese learners with Chinese, Korean, and English as their native languages. It investigates
the differences in usage patterns and writing development based on their Japanese language
proficiency levels. The results revealed the following characteristics:

1.

The percentage of connective expressions at the beginning of sentences, relative to the total
number of sentences, is higher for native speakers (34.2%) than for language learners (30.0%),
with no discernible quantitative difference based on learner proficiency levels.

Both native speakers and learners are most likely to use “contrast” and “parallelism” techniques.
While native speakers employ “enumeration,” “conclusion,” and “transition,” learners prefer
“parallelism,” “sequence,” and “illustration.”

The number of different connectors is comparable between native speakers and learners, but
there are differences in the specific items employed.

Learners exhibit a higher frequency of unique categories in lower proficiency compared to
higher proficiency groups. The employed connectors vary based on language proficiency levels,
and the use of colloquial expressions significantly decreases with proficiency.

Native speakers utilize “enumeration” and “comparison” techniques, whereas learners use
“parallelism” to organize the basis of their arguments.

The current study emphasizes the necessity of explicit instruction in academic writing classes,

targeting colloquial connectors uncommon among native speakers, and providing examples and

guidance on challenging connectors for learners, along with suggesting methods to improve
inappropriate usage instances.

Keywords: connective expressions, academic writing, native Japanese speakers, Japanese learners,

language proficiency
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