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'The Use of Gairaigo in JFL Learners’ Writing:
Analysis of a Longitudinal Corpus of Chinese Native Speakers

WU Mei
Graduate Student, Meiji University / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

'This study aimed to elucidate the process of acquiring gairaigo using a longitudinal writing corpus
of Chinese Japanese language learners. Three writing datasets comprising samples from freshmen,
sophomores, and junior year learners were analyzed, yielding the following conclusions: (1) Type
and token frequency increased with the students’level of study; (2) also according to the students’
level of study, the semantic aspects of gairaigo showed changes in usage characteristics; (3) gairaigo
words were most frequently used in explanatory sentences, followed by experience sentences, and
lastly, opinion sentences; (4) across all genres, the gairaigo words used were related to the
composition’s theme.

Keywords: CJL learners, learners’ corpus, writing education, gairaigo, vocabulary selection
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