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Japanese Filler “ano” and “sono” and Second-Person Pronouns in Japanese
Dialects: Using COJADS and Dialectal Daily Conversational Data from
Oita Prefecture

YAMAMOTO Sora

Kindai University Technical College / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

Using the Zenkoku Hougendanwa Database [Japanese Dialect Database] and the corpus of
various Japanese dialects “COJADS,” we investigated the symmetry of independent languages. We
compared and analyzed the actual usage of the demonstrative fillers “ano” and “sono” for each
location. As a result, the use of demonstrative fillers was found to be different from the use of
standard words among the points where independent-language symmetrical words were frequently
used. This was particularly notable in Oita Prefecture, where demonstrative fillers were rarely used,
while independent symmetrical verbs were used the most.

Therefore, when we conducted a survey of Oita Prefecture by adding colloquial materials, we
found that there were many sites that used independent-language symmetrical words rather than
demonstrative fillers. It is thought that symmetrical words are used as fillers on a daily basis in Oita
prefecture. In this way, independent symmetrical verbs not only exist at that point, but also affect
the use of other fillers. However, this tendency faded over time, suggesting the possibility of secular
change.

Keywords: dialectal discourse, second-person pronouns, filler, COJADS



