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Reconsidering Support for Japanese Language Learning
from the Perspective of Reading and Writing Practice:
A Review of Studies Criticizing the Ideology Inherent in Literacy

FUKUMURA Makiko
Ibaraki University / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

Until now, there have been insufficient studies on the actual state of literacy in Japan and the value
and significance of literacy itself. However, since the latter half of the 1980s language issues
contributing to social topics have gradually become subjects of debate. This debate has included
arguments criticizing the ideology inherent to Japanese-language literacy, that is, literacy and
Japanese-language education that has seen literacy from a uniform point of view as something to
be expected in school education. This study reexamines Japanese-language literacy and reconsiders
support for Japanese language learning. To that end, this study selects and reconsiders three prior
studies from the existing research on literacy in Japan. It also summarizes and critiques the research
findings. Lastly, it proposes a method of supporting Japanese-language learning from a perspective
respectful of individual “reading and writing practice” (Sumi 2012), one that recognizes pluralism
in literacy.

Keywords: reading and writing practice, literacy, critical literacy, literacy authority, politics in edu-
cation



