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The semantic system of Japanese temperature adjectives:

Contrast between “object” and “place”
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This paper aims to systematize temperature adjectives in Japanese. Dimension
adjectives are divided into two classes according to whether they refer to an “object” or a
“place”: those which refer to objects are systematized based on the shape of the object
and those which refer to places are systematized based on the orientation of the place
(Kushima 1993).

Temperature adjectives also fall into two classes by the same criterion: fsumetai
‘cold’, etc. pertain to “objects” and samui ‘cold’,etc. pertain to “places”.

Furthermore, temperature adjectives have the semantic feature of sense unlike
dimension adjectives, because temperature sense makes the operation of the organ
self-perceptive. Tsumetai, etc. are concerned with local sensations and samui, etc. are
concerned with integrated feelings.

It is certainly for these reasons that a single state of temperature is lexicalized into
two classes.
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