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When some extant jitai (character forms) of kanji are transformed or mis-reproduced,
or when some new kanji are created, it sometimes happens that identical jitei already
existed in the past. It is necessary to examine the actual conditions in which this occurs,
since this phenomenon concerns the distinction between kokuji (kanji created in Japan) and
kokkun (use of kanji to express Japanese words unrelated to the original meaning), which has
traditionally been discussed in the field of kawnji studies, and the differences between itaiji
and erroneous jitai, as well as the issues of polysemous kanji.

This article discusses ten kawnji found in the JIS X0208 standard which turned up in
the course of my research: IEEFEIEHEH#ES. These serve as examples of kanji whose
jitai were transformed when they were transcribed for coding as part of the JIS character
set. My research identifies some cases in which the respective jitai of these kanji, which
did not appear in any prevailing kanwa-jiten at that time, happen to appear in several
preceding documents having no direct or indirect relation to the original sources on
which the JIS X0208 standard was based. The purpose of this study is to show how often
a coincidence of jitai emerges.

Furthermore, this research examines some causes of the emergence of coincidence
by classifying the examples into two types: (1) coincidence: jitai representing the same
kanji have been independently transformed and happen to result in identical jitai; (2)
clash: two distinct kaenji with different meanings eventually develop into the same jitai As
a result, identical jita: are found for all of the ten kawji in this study. It becomes clear
that, whereas six coincidences and eight clashes emerge out of the ten cases studied here,
four jitai appear to be involved in both phenomena. As coincidence is a phenomenon
which repeatedly emerges by analogy in the course of recognition and reproduction of the
respective jitai, it shows a particular pattern that occurs in their creation and
transformation. That is one of the reasons why people commonly use erroneous jitas, and
why some itaiji are established. On the other hand, clashes of jitai can be proved to be
inevitable in most cases when kanji are created or mistranscribed. In consequence, the
varieties of jitai are revealed to be restricted to some extent.
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