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Development of Dependence Construction in Late Modern Japanese:
How Does the Construction Emerge, Develop, and Flourish?

SHIBA Ayako
Nagoya University / Project Collaborator, NINJAL [-2016.03]

Abstract

Dependence construction in Japanese such as, “what they think affects how they behave,” denotes
that “the indefinite proposition value in clause A depends on that in clause B (condition),”
and comprises verbs like depend, define, differ, relate, affect, and so on. This study reveals how
this construction developed in written texts from the Meiji (1868-1912) to the Taisho period
(1912-1926) by utilizing the Corpus of Historical Japanese. Only a few dependence constructions
were identified in 1895; they gradually increased by taking various particles (postpositions) and
verbs as the main predicate. We examined the argument structure of some verbs that became
elements of dependence constructions, demonstrating that as complements they included two
event nouns that related to each other. These argument structures could definitely form the basis
for dependence constructions. Furthermore, shortly before dependence constructions emerged,
the indirect interrogatives of “existence of information” type (main predicate: know, be obvious,
confirm, etc.), which were not prevalent in Early Modern Japanese, appeared and developed.
We found that they predominantly appeared with a conditional clause such as “you know how
they think by looking at how they behave (if you look at their behavior)” and concluded that this
constructional form gave analogy to that of dependence construction, sharing the same semantic
base as “the indefinite preposition A relates to conditional preposition B.”

Key words: indirect interrogative, dependence construction, “existence of information” type, causal
relationship, development of construction



