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Abstract

The aim of this study was to evaluate the effect of text information ordering on object recognition.
Large-scale subject experiments were conducted via crowdsourcing wherein the participants
identified all possible target objects in the provided information passages. The results indicated that
target objects were easily recognized when participants successfully categorized and compared them
with the surrounding information; when target objects were not easily categorized, recognition
was confused by the surplus information. From these data, the following order of information
presentation was found to be optimal. First, information is presented that invokes readers’ general
experience and leads them to imagine the category that includes the target object. At that time, the
prototype of the category should be close to the target object. Second, the difference between the
prototype and the target is presented to exclude other members in the category of the prototype.
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