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Diachronic Changes in First-Person Pronouns in Literary Style Text during
the Meiji and Taisho Periods: Analysis of the “Corpus of Historical Japanese,
Meiji Era / Taisho Era Series I: Magazines” and the “Toyo Gakugei Zasshi”

KONDO Asuko
Adjunct Researcher, Center for Corpus Development, NINJAL

Abstract

I studied and analyzed the “Corpus of Historical Japanese, Meiji Era / Taisho Era Series I:
Magazines” as well as the “Toyo Gakugei Zasshi” (editions 1-15) to clarify the actual state of
quantitative and qualitative diachronic changes in the use of first-person pronouns in literary style
text from the non-literary genre during the Meiji and Taisho periods. The analysis elucidated the
following observations: i) an increase and development in the singular usage of gojin (¥ A\) and
a decrease in the usage of yo (4%); ii) an increase and development in the plural usage of warera
(#5%) and the competition between warera, gojin and ware (#); and iii) the disappearance of the
separate usage of word forms between singular and plural with the development of the singular
usage of gojin.

Key words: modern Japanese, literary style text, first-person pronouns, singular and plural usage,
“Corpus of Historical Japanese”



