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Abstract: Historically, the adverbial particles kurai and gurai both derive from
the same word KURAI (noun; meaning grade, rank) . We use kurai or gurai as
if there were no difference; in the same sentence, some use kurai and others use
gurai. 1 will make clear the role of each word by using examples from Kokutei
Tokuhon, elementary school readers used from 1904 to 1949 which greatly
contributed to the standardization of the Japanese language.

Key words: Kokute: Tokuhon, adverbial particles, kurai, gurai, degree expres-
sion
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