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Abstract : A variety of methods and units of analysis are possible for the
description of discourse structures, depending on the specific objectives of the
study. In the present study, 1 regard discourse as an exchange or sequence of
speech functions and adopt "move” as the unit of analysis. The goal of this study
is to describe discourse features through the identification of speech functions and
characteristics of the utterance units (moves), which compose the discourse.

For this purpose, | analyzed Japanese verbs and phrases which denote speech
acts in order to provide viewpoints for a multi-sided investigation of utterance
units. Based on these viewpoints, I propose a list of classifying features organized
under the following six categories : (1) the impetus for the utterance, (2)
characteristics of speaker, hearer and their relationship, (3) the type of illocutionary
act, (4) the proposition type, (5) the relationship of the utterance to other

utterances in the discourse, and (6) others.

Key words : discourse analysis, function, classification of utterances, speech act,

description of characteristics
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