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Abstract : I examine how the opposition of east and west in the distribution of
modern dialects in Japan originated, using the Linguistic Atlas of Japan and some
historical materials. I first consider the opposition patterns from three angles : (1)
distributions from a center, (2) sequence of distributions,(3)scope of distributions ;
it appears that four different types can be distinguished. Next, considering the
hypothesis put forward by Abe (Seiya) on the existence of four layers in the

formation of dialects, ] examine whether this explains the east/west opposition.

Key words : distribution of dialects, opposition of east and west, spread of
dialects, history of dialects, history of words, Linguistic Atlas of Japan, first

example in historical materials
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