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Summary

Introduction

The Linguistic Atlas of Japan (LAJ), based on a survey done from 1957 to
1965, was published in six volumes (1966-1975; revised edition 1980-1985). It
contains 300 maps, mostly of lexical items gathered in 2400 localities under the
following constraints: one male informant, born before 1903, raised and residing
without interruption (or with an interruption of less than three years) in the
locality, speaking to a contemporary in the familiar style; all questions were done
by the indirect method.

The maps reflect the variety of dialect usage but could not reflect all the
varieties in the existing dialects. Therefore the bureau responsible for the
undertaking ( in the National Institute for Japanese Linguistic Research )
organized small-scale surveys to inquire into the reliability of the LAJ materials.
This was done by introducing modifications in the survey’s methods in order to
catch other dialect variants. The findings are summarized in the following pages.

Variations according to the number of informants and the survey’s methods

(a survey done in Kéchi city)

Considering the restraints that governed the LAJ survey, is the material
gathered under such conditions truly representative of the local language ? The
survey of 55 informants done in Kéchi in 1965 was meant to test this assumption.

The main results are:

1. for the LAJ professor Doi(Shigetoshi) had interviews with one informant; our
test survey done under the same restraints but based on 10 informants
revealed a 899 concordance.

2. ten informants were chosen for each of the following categories:

A. age and sex as for the LAJ survey, but with a history of longer absence

form the locality

B. age and residence as for the LAJ survey but with female informants

C. residence and sex as for the LAJ survey but born between 1914 and 1913

D. residence and sex as for the LAJ survey but born between 1951 and 1953

The B group was found to be the nearest to the LAJ results, followedby A, C

and D in that order.
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3. Whereas the LAJ kept to indirect questioning, this time we suggested through
leading questions the dialect forms; in another test, the standard was given
and translation in dialect was elicited. No marked variants from the LAJ
were found.

Although limited to the Kochi area, this test survey justifies the reliability of
the LAJ material.

Variations according to age inside one locality and the influence of the
geographical distribution
(a survey done in the vicinity of Utsunomiya city)

The aim of the survey was to ascertain the influence of the age factor on
either side of a set of isoglosses. In a farming community outside the city of
Utsunomiya (110 kms north of Tokyo, Tochigi Prefecture), 57 male and female
informants were chosen from each age group: the oldest was 90 at the time and the
youngest 15 (1968) .

The problems of language shift we wished to study were the following:

—_
.

a nearby dialect form in expansion has not yet entered the language of the
community.

2. some precursory signs of this expansion are already discernible.

w
.

these precursory signs are affecting one generation of speakers, for instance
the younger generation.
4, if the new form has superseded the older one, did the latter leave some relict
forms ?
Twenty-two items were chosen which had their isoglosses in the vicinity.
The foliowing questions were asked:
1. Do you know the word ?
2, Have you always used it ?
3. Did you use it in the past but have you stopped using it ?
4, Have you started to using it recently ?
The results are shown on the tables pages 55—87.

Variations according to age and locality
(a survey done in the Hayakawa valley, Itoigawa city, Niigata Prefecture)
The aim of this test survey was to elucidate the variations in space and time.
The LAJ maps are drawn to show the local dialect areas, but inside each surveyed
locality several dialectal variations are supposed to co-exist.
The test survey of 1969 was done in 27 localities along the length of the
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Hayakawa valley. For each locality, one informant was chosen within each ten
year’s bracket: 10,20,30,-++90; a total of 274 local informants, male or female
were interrogated. Forty lexical items were chosen for which some variations
were expected.

The results are:

1, items for which the age factor rather than the geographical factor has a
predominant influence: figures 1 to 7

2, items for which the geographical factor rather than the age factor has the
greatest influence: figures 8 to 14

3. items for which both factors are at work: figures 15 to 30

4, besides the age and the space factors, new variations of local origin appeared:
figures 31 to 32

5. where several varieties co-exist, rather than age or space, several distinct
patterns appear: figure 33

Further remarks:

a) although the dialect distribution varies greatly, no important influence of
the standard language could be observed.

b) besides the influences coming from outside and entering the valley from the
river mouth, some changes arise in the central area (former village
administration area) .

¢ ) besides the case of the new dialectal forms originated in the valley, there
was also interaction between several lexical types which produced a lexical
differentiation rather than the disappearance of one of the lexical types.

d) the geographical distribution of lexical types seldom shows a diagonal
pattern.

We feel that further investigation is required to determine the relationship
between the nature of the lexical items and their geographical patterns.

Variations in space (diatopic) and in situation (diaphasic)
(surveys done along the Kumagawa river in Kumamoto Prefecture)

The LA]J survey asked for the liguistic form used with family or intimate
friends. The test surveys done in Kumamoto chose aged informants; for each LAJ
itemn, in addition to the informal speech form they were asked to use such an item
in a formal situation. We wanted to know the influence of the change of situation
on the map distribution and on the map interpretation.

The main results are:
1, for many items, the formal situation produced the standard language.
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2.
3.

the rate of standard language use differs according to items.

in a formal situation, the informants tended to use not the Tokyo standard but
the standard of an earlier period, namely the Kyoto-Osaka standard
prevalent before 1867.

the dialect form used in the cultural centre of the area often became the formal
language form used in a neighboring area.

lexical types in formal speech situations were found to be informal types of
some limited area; on the LAJ maps many of these types were found to have
a large distribution.

Lexical items in different situations: variations are greater when speaking to
hearers from outside the area. In the case of interlocutory forms, the
differences in social standing between speakers was the main cause for the
variations,

the use of interlocutory forms in concrete situations, differs widely according
to informants, but each informant had a fixed norm for each situation.

Variations according to locality, to age and to situation

(a survey done on Hachijoshima island, 290 kms. south of Tokyo)

The survey was done in 1978 and its aim was to ascertain the influence of

three factors: age, place and situation. In each of the five main villages of the

island, five families were chosen where grandfather, father and son were living

together. The questionnaire contained lexical and syntactic items. The following

situation were set up:

. addressing the two other members of the family

addressing an intimate friend

addressing a school teacher

addressing a person from outside the island

The main results were:

the geographical factor is clearly at work in the case of the two older
generations; the use of the standard language among the younger generation
obliterates this factor, although the degree of standard use differs according
to locality.

the language of the older generations shows little influence of the standard.
when speaking with people from outside the island the prevalent language is
the standard. There is also a clear tendency with the older generation to
avoid the dialect when speaking to the children.

4, In the case of the syntactic items, the children’s generation shows interferences
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between the standard and the dialect, giving rise to new formations.

The lexical field of the LAJ items

(a survey done in central west Japan)

The maps of the LAJ show the lexical varieties for one word; this word is
supposed to have only one meaning, and the linguistic analysis centers around the
lexical changes seen on the map. To check the lexical contents of some of the
items a special survey was done in 1970. Two areas were chosen: one in the
mountains between Hydgo and Okayama Prefectures, one along the coast of the
Inland Sea. We chose 70 localities stringed along one valley; in each locality one
old male informant was questioned.

The LA]J survey contained six items, each expressing a different shade or
aspect of the meaning of “to carry”. The maps are: 64:to carry a baby; 65:to carry
a bundle on one’s back; 294:to carry a bundle on a single shoulder; 66:to carry a log
on one shoulder; 67: to carry a bundle on both ends of a pole; 68: to carry a bundle
suspended on a pole between two people.

In the new survey the lexical field “to carry” was further divided into 32
different concepts, describing all possible ways of “carrying” something. The
results are shown on a glottogram in which the various words are ranged. We
can draw the following conclusions:

1. the answers registered on the LAJ maps show a degree of confusion; the reason
is now clear: placed before a rather narrow number of choices within a large
lexical field, each informant made a choice that did not always hit the centre
of the lexical field.

2, the same dialect form is found to have a narrower or larger lexical field
depending on different areas; the LAJ therefore presents distributions areas
which have to be interpreted by means of the related lexical forms.

3. although the LAJ maps allow the tracing of clear word boundaries, in fact,
the multiple relationship in the lexical field proves how risky it is to draw
conclusions from these boundaries.

The same informant ten years later
(a Kyfsh( survey)

The customary dialect survey tries to elicit answers from one informant
within a restricted period of time; it is not always possible to obtain equally
satisfactory answers on all items. In this test survey the informant of the LAJ
survey was again interrogated after an interval of ten years to find out whether
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changes had occurred and why. Nineteen informants in the Kyfishd survey of 1960

were visited in 1970 and were once again asked all the items from the first survey.
The results were: completely identical lexical answers were obtained in 649

of the lexical items, yet among these lexically identical answers there were

phonetic fluctuations in 10.99 of the cases; 25.1% of the lexical divergences were

mostly due to the use of the standard language. Dialectal forms that differed from

the earlier survey were found in 10 9 of all items; in addition in 3% of the cases,

the informant claimed that he had never used the dialect word supposedly given by

him ten years earlier. The cause of such phenomena when further analyzed

seemed to be:

a) the dialect form had withered in the meantime

b) the informant had given a wrong answer during the first survey

¢) a dialect form from a neighboring region had entered the informant’s area

d) a new dialect form had developed

e) the answer attributed to him ten years earlier had actually been given by the
informant’s wife or another person; this should have been noted in the first
survey’s protocol

f) thd first answer was lexically near in meaning to the second answer

g) the first answer had a wider lexical range

Geographical and individual tone variations
(a survey done in the southwest of Ehime Prefecture)

The survey’s aim: to elucidate the problem of dialect tone patterns with a view
toward a future geographical study. In view of an oft voiced criticism that
geographical studies of the tone systems are too much centered on the “elements”
of the system, we aim to tackle the distribution of the systems in a structural
approach.

The southwest of Ehime Prefecture was reported to have several contiguous
tone systems; our surveys done in 1973 and 1975 brought the following results.
1. the different tone systems are not separated by a clear boundary but are

characterized by a transition area.

2. In the area where the tone systems meet, the speakers show individual
differences and the speech of each speaker shows fluctuations.

3. in the localities where words with different tones meet, one observes a tone
pattern in which elements of both systems are interwoven.
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