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Summary

Since the founding of the National Language Research Institute in 1948, socio-
linguistic surveys have been made of the following communities : Shirakawa,
Tsuruoka, Okazaki, Matsue, and other communities, These surveys have in-
vestigated the language usage of a large number of informants, and their results
form the core of sociolinguistic research in Japan. The present study is in keep-
ing with the precedents set by these earlier projects. Until the present study was
made the concentration had been on middle-sized communities, and metropolitan
areas had not yet been studied because of many problems involved in such an
undertaking. However, the political and economic influence of large metropolitan
areas has made them culturally influential centres in present-day Japan, and with
the spread of the mass media the linguistic habits of urban areas have had a
strong influence throughout the nation, For this reason we felt that a survey of
the present kind was vitally needed, particularly in order to obtain a good ap-
proximation of future trends in modern Japanese.

In this survey we have elicited responses from informants by using the inquiry
method in an interview situation. In order to gain insight into the real nature
of a language, it is necessary to examine the way people actually use the language,
as well as to analyze its structure. There are, of course, individual differences
in language usage. One of the reasons for these differences can be attributed
to various social factors, for example, the difference between men and women's
speech, or young people’s speech and that of elderly people. Different situations
also give rise to various types of linguistic behaviour.

Human society is extremely complex. To gain an accurate picture of a par-
ticular sociolinguistic factor in language, it is necessary to investigate the lin-
guistic behaviour of a fairly large number of people who hold this factor in com-
mon. It is also essential to eliminate factors other than the one under investi-
gation. Thus, in order to satisfactorily account for a certain factor, it is
necessary to increase the total number of informants.

On the other hand, surveying a large number of people would require a larger
budget, more time, and manpower. Furthermore, in order to insure a high
level of research work, it is important to keep the number of researchers at a
minimum. With these various requirements in mind, we determined the ap-
propriate number of informants to be interviewed, and decided individuals would

be chosen by random sampling.
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It must be kept in mind that this investigation was conducted in an interview
situation, and was not the result of observation of linguistic behaviour in a
natural setting. Observation of natural language behaviour is perhaps ideal for
determining a true picture of language usage, but it is far less efficient than
the method used here.

Based on these requirements, a survey was carried out in Tokyo in December,
1974, and another survey was conducted in Osaka in February, 1975. A random
sample was made of 1,000 informants in Tokyo, and 500 informants in Osaka.
After the survey was completed, analysis was made of the actual responses of
639 informants for Tokyo (an attainment ratio of 63.9 %) and 359 for Osaka (an
attainment ratio of 71.8%).

The proportion of residents who have actually spent all of their lives in Tokyo
and Osaka is quite low. This is especially true of Tokyo where over half of
the population originated from areas other than Tokyo. Consequently, there are
relatively few inhabitants who feel that Tokyo or Osaka is their real “home”
or “hometown.”

We will outline some of the results of the survey below.

Accent was surveyed as the central part of the section on phonology. In
Tokyo the percentage of those using the Tokyo accent was 70 %, and in Osaka
the percentage using the Kyoto-Osaka accent was also 70 9. The number of
people using the Kyoto-Osaka accent in Tokyo was very low, while the percentage
of those in Osaka using the Tokyo accent was from 209 to 259%. This can be
explained in part by the greater influence of the Tokyo accent pattern nationally.
Another reason stems from the fact that one of the major sources of population
for Osaka is the Chiigoku area, where most dialects have accent patterns close
to the Tokyo accent.

We surmised from these results that the accent pattern acquired earliest by an
individual does not change much throughout his or her lifetime. We can assume
the strongest factor influencing an individual’s accent pattern is the dialect of the
place he was reared.

The Tokyo accent is relatively stable, while in Osaka it is apparent that the
accent patterns of some classes of words are in the process of changing, For
example, it was shown that words with two moras, what are called Class V
words, are in the process of changing from a OB pattern to a QO pattern,
while words with three moras, such as kagami (“ mirror”) are changing in the

following way : kagami > kagami —> kagami.

Lexical and grammatical items investigated are as follows.
Potential expressions : The potential forms of miru (“to see”), okiru (“ to wake
up ”) are usually given as mirareru, okivareru in standard Japanese, and are
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taught in this way at different levels of educational instruction, Nevertheless,
it is generally thought that the forms mireru, okireru are becoming more prom-
inent.

From the results of the survey it was determined that the number of people
using the forms mireru and okirerre is indeed great, particularly with young
people, over half of whom responded that they use these forms. It seems to be
just a matter of time before these forms do in fact become the norm. These
new forms are used more frequently in Osaka than in Tokyo. Furthermore, the
form smireru is more widespread in usage than is the form okireru.

Adverbs : One of the objects of this survey was to investigate the use of
certain adverbs which require the co-occurrence of a negative predicate, or for-
merly required such a predicate, adverbs such as zenzen (“(not) at all, altogether,
utterly ), totemo (“(not) at all, very, quite™), chittomo (“(not) at all, (not) in
the least ”), tende (“(not) at all, utterly”), as well as the relationship between
the co-occurrence of affirmative and nagative predicates.

From the survey it was learned that fotemo used with an affirmative predicate
has already become the norm. Among tende, chittomo, and zenzen, tende was
found to occur most frequently with an affirmative predicate. However, even
in Tokyo this usage has not been adopted by half of the speakers yet.

A larger percentage of speakers in Tokyo than Osaka responded that they used
these adverbs both with the affirmative and negative forms of the predicate.
We can assume that the tendency to use these adverbs with an affirmative
predicate has spread outward from Tokyo.

Verbs of irregular conjugation :

Sassurw / sasshiru (“ to understand, to conjecture, toimagine ”) ; kanzurw / kanfiru
(“to feel, to be conscious of ”) : It is generally thought that the latter member
of each pair is used more often. From the survey, however, we discovered that
the opposite is true, The number of young people who use the former members,
sassuri, kanzurw, is greater in both Tokyo and Osaka.

Aisuru [ aisue (* to love ”) ; aishinai [ aisanai (the negative form of aisuru / aisu) :
Both the latter members of each pair are more commonly used.

Benkyosuru | benkysshivie (*“to study ”) : Speakers in both urban areas show a

marked preference for the former member of this pair.

Honorific expressions : Men tend to differentiate more between the kinds of
personal pronouns they use than do women. Greater differentiation is also related
to higher levels of education. Speakers in Osaka use a larger number of first
person pronouns, while those in Tokyo use a greater number of second person
pronouns,

Honorific expressions using specialized lexical items are used to a certain extent,
but their use seems to be on the decline. These items include some of the
following : okoshi kudasai for kite kudasai (“ Please come.”) ; mimi ni nasaru for
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okiki ni naru (an exalted expression for “to hear”).

The use of the honorific verb endings -rerx and -rareru is more prominent in
Osaka than in Tokyo. However, with the number of young people in Tokyo
using these forms steadily increasing, their usage will probably become more
prevalent in the future.

There is a tendency among men, young people, and people with a low educa-
tional background not to use honorifics in conversation where they would normally
be expected.

It is generally thought that there is a trend recently to use forms which were
originally humble expressions as exalted expressions. However, many people still
feel it is unnatural to use a humble expression, such as onori itashimasu ka (“Are
you going to get on (the bus) ?”), to describe the actions of one’s superiors.

Our investigation clearly revealed that the humble expression o-mosu has
gradually fallen into disuse, and the forms o-ifasu and o-swru have become
the norm. However, the use of humble expressions in general has become less
frequent.

Influences from the Kyoto-Osaka area during the past 15 to 20 years, have led
to an increase in the use of the expressions sasete ttadaku, sashite itadakw among
speakers in Tokyo. This investigation revealed that over half of the speakers in
Tokyo do, in fact, use these expressions, indicating that they have become
firmly established among speakers in Tokyo.

Two verbs appearing in a sequence, such as yonde iru (* to be reading ), were
investigated to find out what the relationship is between the use of honorific and
non-honorific verbs in this pattern. For speakers in Tokyo the following pattern
emerged :

honorific 4+ honorific (19.8 %)

honorific + non-honorific (20.1 %)

non-honorific 4+ honorific (17.2 %)

non-honorific + non-honorific (17.2 %)

In Osaka the combination (honorific + honorific) was used less frequently than
in Tokyo, while the percentage of (non-honorific + non-honorific) was greater
than that for Tokyo. Moreover, the combination (non-honorific 4- honorific),
which is thought to be preferable, was found to be in greater use in Osaka.

It is generally thought that the Kyoto-Osaka dialect makes use of what we may
call “absolute honorifics.,” This refers to the special use of honorifics, particu-
larly exalted expressions, by a speaker consistently, even when speaking about
members of his own in-group to a superior. The survey revealed that 42 % of
the speakers in Osaka use this type of honorifics, and 349 in Tokyo. These
figures reveal that the difference between the two cities is not as great as
formerly thought.

It is the accepted norm that honorifics are used in relation to one’s superiors,
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but not in referring to the members of one’s own in-group. However, less than
half of the speakers in Tokyo conform to this pattern, while only 309; were
found to fit the rule in Osaka.

In the survey made in Tokyo it was found that speakers originating from either
North Kanto or South Kanto tended not to use honorifics to any great extent.

The overall impression gathered from this investigation is that honorific ex-
pressions are becoming gradually more simplified. However, along with increas-
ing urbanjzation is the tendency towards greater complexity of diversified usage.
This relationship between the simplification of honorific forms and the growing
complexity of diversification of usage will be an important area for future study
and research.

Chapter Three deals with the findings of a survey conducted to determine what
impressions certain groups of speakers have of dialects other than their own.
Impressions were gathered of the Kyoto dialect as viewed by speakers in Osaka,
the Kyoto-Osaka dialect as viewed by those in Tokyo, as well as impressions of
how people in Tokyo regard various dialects used in Tokyo itself, dialects used
in Yamanote and Shitamachi, and how those in Osaka regard Kawachi and Senba
dialects. Impressions speakers have of the speech of radio and television announc-
ers are also reported.

Chapter Seven outlines the results of the application of Chikio Hayashi’s theory
of quantification to various correlation analyses. The results of the analyses were
helpful in reinforcing findings of this survey not made by correlation analysis and
in making evaluations, In future research it will be necessary to further enlarge
in this direction.

As outlined above this survey has been able to lend statistical support to
previously held assumptions, and has also revealed that some of these assump-
tions are, in fact, erroneous.

The linguistic behaviour of speakers in large urban areas are in the process of
change in a number of ways. Studies like the present one should be carried out
systematically, similar to the national census, in order to determine the chang-
ing shape of the standard language.
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