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Abstract: In everyday Japanese, a great many types of metalingual expres-
sions which refer to the types or functions of linguistic behaviour can be
observed. Following the authors’ recent article (Sugito « Tsukada 1991),
this article pursues a descriptive survey of these types of metalingual expres-
sions by collecting examples from the corpus of compliments and speech
made on official occasions.
Some characteristics of the expressions are as follows;
1) Figurative and rhetorical expressions are often observed, which seem to
make compliments more formal.
2) Voluntary or optative expressions are rarely observed when compared
with the case in professional articles (Sugito * Tsukada 1991).
3) Honorific elements are essential to these metalingual expressions.
4) Direct expressions using objective (non-metalingual) forms are less suit-
able for formal compliments.
5) These types of metalingual expressions are related to the formality of
compliments and speech.

Key Words: linguistic behaviour, metalingual expression, types of behav-
iour, compliment, politeness
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