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L, ChEHEL OBED» SHESIC & » THETY L, SIEER & B L 2085 T
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Abstract . With the goal of explicating the cognitive process of writing and the
improvement of it in the classroom, we proposed a learning-instruction approach for
writing activities, named the Virtual Viewpoint Approach. In the Virtual Viewpoint
Approach, children are instructed to assume the identity of some person who is
working in a real everyday setting. While in the typical writing class children are
immediately instructed to follow procedures and directions, in the Virtual Viewpoint
Approach children engage in a kind of role playing game and then write narrative
stories and expository texts mediated by the game. Children are able to utilize the
cultural tools and speech genre of the person whose role they assume as resources for
writing activities. We arranged two classes of the Virtual Viewpoint Approach :
writing from a film director’s viewpoint and writing from an anthropologist’s view-
point.

Key words . writing activities, elementary school children, virtual viewpoint, utter-
ance, the Virtual Viewpoint Approach
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