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Use of Chinese Characters by Japanese Children
in Guided Compositions
Naomi Shimamura

Abstract: This is a report on an investigation into the occurrence rate of

Chinese characters in children’s compsitions on given themes.

[DATA]

This study is based on 720 compositions written by 2nd, 4th and 6th graders.

[AIMS]

(1) To learn to what extent the occurrence rate of Chinese characters differs
from one grade group to another and from one theme group to another.

(2) To learn to what extent the occurrence rate of Chinese characters differs
in the case of the samé child making two compositions on the same theme.

(3) To study the correlation between the length of a composition and the
occurrence rate of Chinese characters in it.

(4) To study the difference in frequency in Chinese characters between the male
and female groups.

[CONCLUSIONS]

(1) Differences in the occurrence rate of Chinese characters were found to exist
between one grade group and another and between one theme group and
another.

(2) A considerable difference in the occurrence rate of Chinese characters -was

~ {found between two compositions by the same child on the same theme.

(3) The relationship between the length of a composition and the: occurrence
rate of Chinese characters contained in it was found to be of slight
negative correlation.

Key words : Japanese children, guided composition, use of Chinese characters

occurrence -rate of Chinese characters, Japanese
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