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On the Origin of the Words ofosan (father)
and okasan (mother) in Standard Japanese

Tomosuke Watanabe

Abstract: It has often been said that the terms otésan ‘‘father’’ and okadsan
“mother”” in standard Japanese did not exist in the pre-modern Edo  dialect
and were coind in the Meiji era (late 19th-early 20th C) when the Ministry
of Education compiled standardized textbooks. Our research on Edo dialect,
pre-modern Kamigata dialects and dialects which existed through the Edo
and Meiji periods has revealed, however, that the terms o#8san and okdsan
did exist both in the Edo and other dialects. The contribution of the Ministry
of Education was merely the employment of these terms as the standard forms
cited in Japanese readers among many synonymous sets found in the dialects,
including #6 and k&, téyd and kaya, téyan and kéyan, otdsa and okdsa, and
totyan and katyan, all of which shared 26 and %4 as their respective stems.

Key words : otdsan ‘“father’’, okdsan “‘mother”, £6 ‘‘father’’, ka ‘“mother’’, toto

“father”, kaka ‘“‘mother’’, Standard Japanese
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