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Construction of a Database of Japanese Compound Verb Examples and its Applications
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Abstract: Our project investigated the relationship between Japanese compound verbs
and their components as part of an effort to describe compound linguistic elements. In
this paper, we present a method of constructing a database of Japanese compound verb
examples, which provides basic data for objective description. The constructed database
includes 3,371 compound verbs (median number of examples = 1,173) and 963 com-
ponent verbs (median number of examples = 5,943) . The database covers 77.2% of the
compound verbs included in the dictionary fwanami Kokugo Jiten (5th edition). As an
application of the database, we introduce a Web-based search system and show how the
relationship between a compound verb ending in -£omu and its first component verb can
be classified into one of four types by using the overlap rate of the case-marked elements
that both verbs can take.
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