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Abstract: The Linguistic Atlas of Japar] LAJ, 6 vols.0was published from 1966 to 1974 by the
National Language Research Institute, the present NINJAL. In 1999, we started constructing
the Linguistic Atlas of Japan Databasd] LAJDBL In this three-year project, we accelerated the
construction process. Various quantitative studies have been done on LAJ since its publication,
but the lack of data in digital form has restricted the development of such quantitative research.
As a case study of quantitative analysis using LAJDB, we made some observations on the geo-
graphical distribution of the frequency] GDFUof standard forms. The GDF of standard forms
for each locality showed clear patterns which could not be obtained from the prefecture-unit
calculations of former studies. Such “high resolution” patterns obtained from LAJDB enable us
to trace diffusion routes more precisely. We compared these geographical distributions with the

network of roads and so on, and found interesting relationships among them.
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