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Three-Chinese-character Words in Missionaries’ Documents in China:
Comparison with the Written Documents of Dutch Studies in Japan

ZHU Jingwei

Beijing Foreign Studies University
Invited Professor, Department of Linguistic Theory and Structure,
National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics [-2010.10]

Abstract

Zhu (2001) studied how words consisting of three Chinese characters were used in the written
documents of Dutch studies in Japan in the 18th and 19th centuries. Building on this previous work,
this paper analyzes the usage of three-Chinese-character words in thirteen kinds of documents
published by missionaries in China from 1853 to 1896. By comparing the data in China with the
corresponding data in the Dutch studies in Japan, this paper points out similarities and differences
between Chinese and Japanese with respect to morphemes, word formation patterns, etc.

Key words: missionaries’ documents in China, three-Chinese-character words, morpheme,
word formation pattern
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