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Pitch Rising in Miyako-Tarama Ryukyuan: Description of the Pitch Pattern
in the Case of a Phrase Sequence

AOQOI Hayato

ILCAA, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies /
Language Variation Division, Research Department, NINJAL

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to describe pitch patterns in Miyako-Tarama Ryukyuan, focusing on
pitch rising. It has been recognized that the three classes of Tarama accent are distinguishable
according to the existence or non-existence of falling pitch and its placement. However, Igarashi
(2015), Matsumori (2016a, 2016b), and Aoi (2017) have reported that Tarama accent can be
realized as rising pitch in some cases.

I examine the pitch patterns of the Tarama accent based on my field data and describe the
condition of realization as rising pitch. In conclusion, I claim that pitch rising in Tarama must not
show in the 1st phrase; must show in the accented phrase following another accented phrase that
is realized as falling pitch; and must show at the final mora of the prosodic word.

I also reanalyze pitch patterns of the “X=nu Y structure” (Igarashi 2015) and conclude that
the pitch patterns of the structure can be described in a valid way if an “accent kernel” attaches to
modifee Y.

Key words: Tarama Ryukyuan, 3-pattern accent system, pitch rising, X=nu Y structure, major
phrase



