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Long-term Changes of Functional Elements in the Okazaki Survey of
Honorifics: Focusing on Interpersonal Consideration in a “Luggage Leaving”
Scene

JEONG Mijeong
Adjunct Researcher, Department of Language Change and Variation, NINJAL

Abstract

This paper describes the results of analyzing the functional elements of data from the “luggage
leaving” scene in the Okazaki survey of honorifics, one of the long-term studies by the National
Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics (NINJAL).

The analysis is informed by the research of Kumagai and Shinozaki (2006), who classify the
reaction statements in the “luggage leaving” scene into communication functions and functional
elements. In the scene, there are six communication functions, i.e., “starting a conversation,”
“briefing,” “effective reinforcement,”“interpersonal consideration,” “prompting action,”and “others.”
In addition, there are 10 functional elements of subdivision, i.e., “calling for attention,” “business,”
“circumstances,” “inconvenience,” “assurance,” “request for leaving luggage,” “reminding of the
request,” “confirmation of the intention,” “expressing gratitude,” and “others.” This paper presents
usage examples of the communication functions and the functional elements, their frequency of
use, and long-term changes. Furthermore, it examines the long-term changes of interpersonal
consideration on which it is focused.
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