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Abstract: When typing Japanese text on a computer or mobile telephone, the input software

often presents a choice of different orthographic representations for the same word. For exam-
ple, the word hinoki ‘Japanese cypress’ can be represented with a simplified kanji (£%) or tradi-
tional kanji (). The writer will ordinarily prefer the more familiar of the two kanji in such a
pair. The question arises as to how the writer makes the choice, and whether it is possible to
predict the choice using the theory of mere exposure effect. This project seeks to develop a qual-
itative and quantitative model of the relationship between factors in the linguistic environment
and an individual's written language use. Regional differences in variant preference are discussed

in this article.
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