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Abstract: This paper, based on the microanalysis of a video-taped interaction between an inter-
national graduate student and her academic supervisor in a science lab at a Japanese university,
demonstrates how cognitive activities such as counting and mutual understanding are socially
organized. The paper also discusses the issue of how we should evaluate second-language speak-
ers’ competence in organizing daily activities on the basis of recent ‘can-do statement’ move-

ments in Europe and Japan.
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