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Abstract: To illustrate one approach to research on the Japanese currently spoken in the Tokyo
metropolitan area, I investigated the dialectal word nomekkoi used in the Tama area. This word
is old and hardly ever used in everyday life, but it does occur in catchphrases to indicate intima-
cy in human relationships in the Tama area today. It has the <tactile sensation> meaning
‘smooth’ and the <human relationship> meaning ‘intimate,” and the latter was derived from the
former. The meaning has shifted in connection with a desire to “create an atmosphere of famil-
arity or closeness while displaying local identity,” and there are indications that its use in catch-
phrases has led an increase in the number of people who know it. A survey of younger speakers
showed that although the great majority do not know the word, nearly twenty percent said, “I
would like to use it” because “it is old and interesting.” However, the survey also showed that
the most of these respondents ascribed a meaning to the word that is completely different from

its original meaning. It will be interesting to see how the situation changes in the future.
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