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Japanese and the Reality of Language Life of Foreign Permanent Residents in Japan.” After a brief
description of my research goal and survey designs (methodology, etc.), T explain the results of
two surveys. In the first, a longitudinal study on learning Japanese and the actual linguistic cir-
cumstances of foreign permanent residents in A city in Akita Prefecture, I investigated features
of speech style in the Japanese of non-native speakers. In the second, I focused on the impor-
tance of first-language (Portuguese) development in allowing minority students to achieve high
levels of competence in their second language (the majority language = Japanese) , especially in
literacy-related academic abilities (Cummins 1986). Based on the results, I argue for the im-
portance of providing a discussion setting for both Japanese native speakers and non-native

speakers and offer an assessment of it. Lastly, I consider future prospects for this research topic.
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