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Practice of Japanese Prosody Education for Beginners in an Integrated
Japanese Course: Use of Visualized Japanese Accent and Intonation
Learning Material

HIRANO Hiroko
Jilin HuaQiao University of Foreign Languages / Project Collaborator, NINJAL [-2013.10]

Abstract

'This paper reports on the introduction of Japanese prosody learning for beginners in an integrated
Japanese course at a Chinese university. The first section addresses how practical findings on
Japanese prosody education were introduced into our collaborative project to develop the Online
Japanese Accent Dictionary (OJAD) with the National Institute for Japanese Language and
Linguistics. The second section explains Japanese prosodic features and the learners’need to acquire
more naturally sounding Japanese pronunciation. Section 3 points out the lack of opportunity for
systematic prosodic learning for students. For example, accent control in conjugated words and
intonation control within phrases and sentences are not well explained in Japanese textbooks.
Section 4 describes the prosodic features of Japanese sentences that characterize Chinese speakers’
accents. Section 5 outlines the practical methods of speech education that were developed for a
Japanese integrated course for freshmen students majoring in Japanese at the university. Section 6
analyzes the result of a questionnaire survey distributed at the end of the first semester regarding
effectiveness of the visualized prosody material. Results showed that 88% of learners surveyed
found the materials to be useful, 82% of learners paid careful attention to Japanese speech sounds
when practicing, and 78% of learners found learning Japanese prosody interesting. Section 7 describes
the OJAD system, which supports prosody learning for Japanese learners all over the world.

Key words: Japanese prosody education, accent, intonation, major in Japanese, China



