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Abstract

Previous studies have argued that the Yonaha dialect on the island of Miyako in the Ryukyu-
speaking area has two accentual patterns, but that the two patterns cannot be clearly distinguished
from one another.

This paper, in contrast, shows that the two-pattern accentual system in the Yonaha dialect is
clearly maintained, especially in particular types of phrases or sentences in which an H-tone is
realized on a three-mora foot. Furthermore, on the basis of observations of compound accentuation
patterns, this paper shows that the dialect in fact has a three-pattern system, although these three
separate patterns can only be distinguished in phrases which consist of ‘three’ consecutive domains
of tone realization.

'This paper also does not rule out the possibility that the above features may be shared by other
dialects on the Miyako islands, and that we may be able to find other three-pattern systems there
if we analyze our observations in a similar manner.

Key words: three-pattern system, foot, Ryukyuan language, Miyako-jima, Yonaha dialect



