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An Outline of the “Contrastive Study of Dialect Grammars” and
an Analysis of Causal Expressions

TAKEDA Koko? MITSUI Harumi®

* Department of Language Change and Variation,
National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics
® Department of Linguistic Theory and Structure,
National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

Abstract

Using the materials from the first and third “Contrastive Study of Dialect Grammars” by The
National Language Research Institute, we summarized the methodology and performed a
linguistic analysis. The purpose of these surveys was to gather the data required for a study of
the grammars of dialects and the grammar of the standard language by conducting a nationwide
investigation using a consistent methodology. The investigation was carried out by a total of 53
local researchers and four staff members in 94 locations all over the country between 1966 and
1973. Some characteristics of the data emerged when we analyzed expressions for cause/reason.
By looking at the numbers reported for different words and for overlapping expressions, we
realized that there may be linguistic forms that are missing from the “Grammar Atlas of Japanese
Dialects”. By comparing data from other surveys done at different times, we noted a decrease in
the HANTE type and a change in the inflectional form used with the SAKAI type. The findings
of the “Contrastive Study of Dialect Grammars” are extremely valuable and would be difficult to
duplicate today.

Key words: nationwide survey, grammar description, predicate form, inflectional form, conditional
expression
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