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Examples of Conjugated Forms of Verbs in the Yonaguni Dialect with
Particular Reference to Prosodemes: Part 2

UWANO Zendo

Invited Professor, Department of Linguistic Theory and Structure,
National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

Abstract

Twenty-six conjugated forms of 150 verbs in the Yonaguni Ryukyuan dialect are presented with
particular reference to their accents. This dialect has a three-pattern accent system, and each
conjugated form has one of the three accent patterns: A, B, and C. When the conclusive form
(shuushi-kei) has the A pattern, all the other conjugated forms also have the A pattern. This pattern
congruity also applies to some extent to C, which has been observed only in one word so far, but
in some forms, the B pattern appears instead. However, when the shuushi-kei has the B pattern,
four subtypes are observed: one has pattern congruity, with B throughout, while the other three
subtypes lack such congruity and are mixed with the C pattern to different degrees.

Key words: Yonaguni dialect, conjugated forms of verbs, three-pattern accent, pattern (in)congruity
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