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Linguistic Aspects of Language Transfer in Omission Errors
of the Japanese Particle no (D):
Focusing on the Relationships between no (D), ui (2]), and de ()

OKUNO Yukiko® KIM Hyonju

“Project Collaborator, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics
Yokohama National University

Abstract

This study investigated linguistic aspects of language transfer, focusing on the erroneous omission
of the Japanese particle 7o (). Grammaticality judgments of Japanese examples with 70 omitted
were elicited from advanced-level Japanese learners whose L1 is Korean or Chinese. Three categories
were used: (a) MATCHING - The 70 particle in L2 Japanese and the i (2]) particle in L1 Korean
or de (1Y) particle in L1 Chinese are required. (b) NON-MATCHING - The 70 is required in L2,
but the i or de is not normally used in L1. (c) OPTIONAL —The L2 particle is required, but the
L1 particle is optional. The results show that .1 Chinese learners had a significantly higher rate
of correct responses to MATCHING items than to NON-MATCHING or OPTIONAL items,
which suggests that learners judge more accurately when the correspondence between L1 and L2
is better. On the other hand, the L1 Korean learners did significantly better on OPTIONAL items
than on MATCHING or NON-MATCHING items, which suggests that factors other than the

correspondence between L1 and L2 may be involved.

Key words: omission errors of the particle no (?), language transfer, Korean learners, Chinese
learners, grammatical judgments
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