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'The Usage of 70 omou and to zonzu in Toraakira-bon Kyogensyuu:
Using Data from the Corpus of Historical Japanese

WATANABE Yuki
Adjunct Researcher, Center for Corpus Development, NINJAL

Abstract
This paper discusses the usage of z0 omou and to zonzu in Toraakira-bon Kyogensyuu, from the
point of view of the speaker and the situation, by using data from the Muromachi period series
of the Corpus of Historical Japanese built by the National Institute for Japanese Language and
Linguistics.

Analysis shows that 0 omou is predominantly used toward a listener of lower or equal status.
On the other hand, 70 zonzu is used toward a listener of higher status and in self-introduction and
monologues to express respect for the audience. In addition, females tend to use 7o omou more than
males. Finally, this paper discusses the similarities and differences in the usage of 0 omou and to
zonzu between Toraakira-bon Kyogensyuu and Late Middle Japanese literature.

Key words: 7o omou, to zonzuru, verbs of cognition, politeness, Late Middle Japanese



