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Digitizing “Bound forms (%yosi’and zyodési) in modern Japanese:
Uses and examples”: Application in the Analysis of Simile

KOMATSUBARA Tetsuta
Kobe University / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

We digitized the volume “Bound forms (‘zyosi’ and zyodési)) in modern Japanese: Uses and examples”
(The National Language Research Institute, 1951) as tabular data and made it available for the
analysis of Japanese bound forms. In this paper, we describe how we digitized the volume and what
content has been included in the database. We also applied the database as an annotation
framework for simile analysis, using examples from The Corpus of Japanese Figurative Language
(J-FIG). The database enabled us to analyze the data systematically. Consequently, we found that
certain usages of bound forms were dominant in the examples of simile and that they formed
patterns of grammatical construction. The results suggest that the database might be used as a
general-purpose framework for describing how bound forms are used in Japanese sentences.

Keywords: joshi, jodoshi, simile, construction, The Corpus of Japanese Figurative Language



