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Actual Use of the Deictic Words (Ko, So, A4, Do) are Used in the Corpus

of Everyday Japanese Conversation
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Abstract

We report the actual usage of such deictic words as 4o, 50, 4, and do, based on an analysis of 50 hours
of data from the Corpus of Everyday Japanese Conversation (CEJC, 2018 version); watching the
videos, we also examined how fillers derived formally from the reference terms are used.

There are two usages of %o, so, a, and do, that where the deictic words are parts of speech:
adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, or nouns, and that where they express responses, feelings, or fillers—
that is, their use as interjections, which derive from deictic words in general. However, though the
CEJC indicates the function of filler for so, 0, and £ono, it does not define the words as interjections.
Thus, we inspected the CEJC videos, paying special attention to these three deictic words; some of
them were categorized as adverbs, adnominal words, interjections, or mere fillers. Others cannot be
categorized or distinguished at all, partly because the speakers’ intentions and gestures are vague,
and partly because the speakers were using these fillers without their indicated words. In conclusion,
we found the definitions of these words by the CE]JC satisfactorily valid.

Keywords: Corpus of Everyday Japanese Conversation, CE]JC, deictic words, filler, gesture.



