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An Analysis of the Constraints on the Use of the Adverb zada in Dialog:
Based on the Corpus of Japanese Native Speakers and JSL Learners
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Abstract

This study analyzes the constraints on the use of the adverb #ada in dialogue based on the corpus
of Japanese native speakers and Chinese JSL learners, as evaluated by Japanese native speakers.
There are seven observations advanced about the constraints on the use of the adverb zada in
Japanese native speakers’ dialogue: 1) The word #ada is not often used as an adverb in conversations.
2) It is most commonly used focusing on a verb. 3) When a verb is in focus, attributive adverbs such
as tanni, tanjyunni, and hitasura and the adverbial particle dake tend to co-occur. 4) Comparative
expressions and expressions that contradict the scope limitation also tend to co-occur. 5) Noun
predicate sentences like 7uda...da feel unnatural. 6) The noun-focused use feels unnatural, with
exceptions. 7) The verb-focused use without co-occurring expressions feels unnatural.

Keywords: attributive adverb, adverbial particle, corpus of JSL learners, I-JAS, B-JAS



