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Tendencies in the Use of the -#ze Sentence-Final Quotation Form
in Real-Life Conversations and Conversations in Novels

SHIMIZU Masako

The Japan Foundation Japanese-Language Institute, Urawa /
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Abstract

In this paper, we examined whether the use of the -ze sentence-final quotation form differed by
register, focusing on real-life conversations and conversations in novels. Our survey found that the
use of the -##e sentence-final quotation form was the most common type of quotation form in both
types of conversations. Additionally, the sentence-final quotation form in -da#te? (with a question
mark) was common in conversations in novels, but very few instances of -dazte pronounced in a
rising intonation were found in real-life conversations. A closer examination of this difference in
the tendencies of quotation use by register showed that the characteristics of the conversations
affected the tendency to use the -#ze sentence-final quotation form. This is because real-life
conversations consist of interactions between independent speakers, while conversations in novels
reflect the author’s intention and need to consider not only the characters but also the readers. We
argue that this difference influenced the use of the -#ze sentence-final quotation form in each
register.

Keywords: register, quotations, real-life conversations, conversations in novels, author’s intention



