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Analysis of ¢ nara: Contrast with nara-Conditional Clauses

MIYABE Mayumi

Naruto University of Education

Abstract

In this paper, we analyzed instances of nara that do not constitute a clause. The word nara indicates
that the content following it is based on inference, whereas the basis for the subsequent content is
the listener’s utterance. Additionally, nara shows that the substance of the listener’s utterance
motivates and conditions that of the speaker.

If the listener fails to respond to the speaker’s question or confirmation request, or if the
speaker continues without waiting for an answer, the speaker assumes that the listener agrees with
or affirms the request, receives it with zara, and continues to the next statement.

In contrast with the conjunction sorenara, a difference was observed between sorenara and
nara, where the preceding utterance is not of the listener but the speaker. While sorenara receives
the meaning of the speaker’s utterance, nara does not. Hence, we found that nara as a conjunction
is not on par with sorenara.

Keywords: nara, nara-conditional clauses, factual conditional sentences, conjunctions



