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Pragmatic Characteristics of Causative Constructions in Spoken Japanese:

An Analysis Based on the Data Collected from Scripts for TV Dramas

WANG Huijun
Adjunct Researcher, JSL Research Division, Research Department, NINJAL

Abstract

This study analyzed the pragmatic characteristics of causative constructions in spoken Japanese
from the following two perspectives. (1) Are the causer and the causee speakers, listeners, or third
parties? (2) Is the causer violating, respecting, or ignoring the causee’s intention? Examples
collected from TV drama scripts were correlated following these two perspectives, and the results
of the analysis revealed the following. (1) In most cases, the causative construction is used to point
out a causer’s mistake in which the causer violates the causee’s intention. (2) Contrariwise, where
the causer respects the causee’s intention, the causative construction is mostly used to express a
commendation or an appreciation of the causer’s permission or assistance. (3) When the causer
ignores the causee’s intention, the causative construction may be used to describe the causative
situation without connotations of emotion. (4) Apologies, criticism, and asking for permission can
be cited as examples of the functions of causative constructions.

Keywords: causative constructions, pragmatics, intention violation, respect of intention, ignorance
of intention



