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The difference between the interjections and and soné
which appear in discourse
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Abstract

This paper explores the difference between and and sond used as interjections in Japanese
with a special reference to discourse management theory. Both forms are considered discourse
operation markers which show the hearer the interactions the speaker is dealing with in his/
her mind. Axé indicates that the speaker is editing an expression (L) out of what he/she wants
to convey (P) while soné shows that he/she is constructing other expressions (L') out of L. I
demonstrate that the latter is true by showing that soné is used more frequently when topics
become more abstract. I find that when dealing with abstract topics, the speaker uses a procedure,
that is, the increased use of sond, which allows him/her to avoid misunderstandings or to use more
sophisticated words. This explains some of the other effects sond has when uttered in a discourse. In
addition, I suggest the possibility of dealing with two interjections in the theory of demonstratives
(Takubo and Kinsui 1996) , taking into consideration the fact that the interjections and and sond
derive from the demonstratives. That is, and shows that the operation takes place in the D-domain

while sond takes place in the I-domain.
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