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On the mechanism of variation

in sentence-final style in Japanese and Korean:
With special reference to the variation in the usage rate
of the polite form along the time axis
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Abstract

There have been many studies that focused on the reason why speech style shift occurs in
Japanese, while few past researches explain what kind of mechanism it involves. Therefore, this
paper focuses on how the speech style shift occurs in Japanese, through comparison with Korean.
I recorded conversations between pairs of Japanese and Korean graduate students who did not
know each other at first and further conversations at intervals of days. I observed the variation in
the usage rate of sentence-final style on the basis of the two aspects, namely, i) which are the
variations between conversations, across several conversations of same participants, and i) the
variations within each conversation. The results showed that, on one hand, the basic style of speech
varied from the polite form to the non-polite form between conversations in Japanese and on the
other hand, there exists some kind of accordance which is invariable within a conversation. Based
on these results, this paper argues that there is a possibility that Japanese speakers take a
particular measure which is accordance, a measure by which speakers shift their basic speech style
to match their discourse with the interlocutor’s variation in speech style. Unlike in Japanese
conversations, patterns of this accordance are only partially found in Korean conversations.
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