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A report on the Uwajima dialect accent

SHIMIZU Masaharu
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the accent of compound verbs and the accent of compound nouns

Abstract

Rather than the Keihan-type accent that has a wide distribution throughout Shikoku, the
accent of Ehime Prefecture’s Uwajima dialect is more similar to a Tokyo-type accent. For this
reason, it has long held the attention of the linguistic community. Nevertheless, a concrete
assessment of this dialect has not been undertaken previously. This paper is the first concrete
report on the subject.

The key points in this paper are as follows. The Uwajima dialect is characterized by high-
pitched accentual phrase initial intonation patterns. With verbs, moraic phonemes can bear the
accent kernel. The tonal classes of three-mora nouns do not follow a “2-4/5" pattern, but rather a
special “2-4-5" pattern. The accent of compound verbs follows the pattern of the Hiroshima
dialect. If one were to position the Uwajima dialect on a national accent distribution map it would be
subcategorized as a Churin-type, which is the same as the Tokyo dialect and the Hiroshima dialect.
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