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Abstract

This study aims to clarify honorifics toward the third person based on a questionnaire survey
of working members of society in Japan and Korea. The results of the survey are summarized as
follows.

(1) In the case of Japanese, honorific toward the third person is hardly used when a listener is
equivalent or subordinate to the speaker, whereas in Korean, it is used at a high rate.

(2) In the case of Korean, when the third person is the "father", 30% of the respondents did not use
the respect form to their "subordinates" and "peers". I regard this as the relative honorific-
ization of absolute honorifics.

(3) In Korean, only half of the respondents observe the standard usage, called "Apconpep (
restraint of the use of the respect form)". This may imply that a new type of honorific usage, in
which respect is shown towards both the third person and the listener, is being used. This type
of honorific usage is also observed in Japanese.

(4) The tendency to show respect to the third person is more remarkable in women than in men,
and in the 20~30's than in the 40~50's in both languages.

(5) As for the correlation between the respect form towards the third person and that towards a
listener, the "polite use of the respect form", which shows respect to both the listener and the
third person, is observed more remarkably in Japanese than in Korean.

This study confirms the predominance of politeness towards the listener in both Japanese and
Korean as well as the similarities between the two languages in its acceptance process. This is
related with the tendency of language change which progresses towards valorizing personal
functions.
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