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Study of the backchannels that appear at the time of
speaker change in Japanese, Mandarin and Taiwanese
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Abstract

In this study, the consecutive backchannels made when a speaker shifts to the next speaker
(the speaker change term) were clarified. As an analytical method “ a " (hai group; # () group, he”
group, ha" group, hm group, etc.)and “ B " (soo group; due () group, kioh group, ho group, etc.)
classified in Chen(2001, 2003)were examined in order to determine how each would have
appeared at “the speaker change term” in Japanese, Mandarin and Taiwanese. The results show
that Japanese, Mandarin and Taiwanese speakers use consecutive backchannels as a strategy when
a participant is deciding who the next speaker is. Among the results, there are 2 times pattern
which a consecutive backchannels produced by two people were seen most abundant in Japanese,
Mandarin, and Taiwanese. As for Japanese the most often used are “ fa " and “ @ a ", and as for
Mandarin and Taiwanese they are “ f " and “ f a ". When analyzed focusing on the 2 times
pattern, backchannels appear first as a response to the preceded utterance and then followed by a
pass turn. In passing turn the backchannels “a " is observed in Japanese, while “ § " is used
extensively in Mandarin and Taiwanese.
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