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Comparison of plural suffixes between

Japanese and Korean languages:
Analyzing their context and usage in works of literature and
verifying the findings with questionnaire surveys
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Keywords
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Abstract

This study reveals the differences in context and usage of plural suffixes in the Japanese and
Korean languages. The fundamental data were obtained from works of literature in both languages
and the findings were reinforced with questionnaire surveys. Firstly to clarify the differences in
context in which plural suffixes appear, the frequency and translation in literary works was
investigated. In the next step, a questionnaire-survey of the native speakers' intuition of both
languages was conducted to verify that the contexts mentioned above matched with the real usage.

The differences in context in which a common personal noun takes a plural suffix are as
follows: (1) When referring to an indefinite number of people, a common personal noun frequently
takes a plural suffix in Korean while not in Japanese. (2) A personal noun of muititude or a simple
collective personal noun takes a plural suffix very frequently in Korean while seldom in Japanese.

The differences of usage of a plural suffix is as follows: (3) A Japanese suffix, -fachi, can refer
to two kinds of plural, namely normal plural and plural of approximation, while its Korean
counterpart, -dul, refers only to normal plural. (4)To refer to plural of approximation in the Korean
language, another suffix, -ne, is usually used, instead of -dul.
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