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Abstract

It is widely accepted that intonation and accent are either on copulative or cumulative relation
in Modern Standard Japanese prosody. On copulative relation, intonation and accent are
juxtaposed, as is clearly shown in a question sentence Ame? (Rain?), where the High-Low accent of
the word ame (rain) is first realized and then follows the rising intonation. On cumulative relation,
intonation and accent are overlaid with each other, as is ascertained by comparing Ame? (Candy?)
with Ame. (Candy.): The final part ¢ of the word ame (candy) with Low-High accent is higher in the
former question sentence than it is in the latter declarative sentence. This paper shows that the
relationship between intonation and accent can be more diverse than it has been thought to be so
far, by focusing on natural speech in an everyday conversational environment. More concretely,
this paper shows: (i) Intonation and accent can have a conflictive relationship, where they fight
each other. The more the speaker is devoted in an attitude connected with an intonation, the more
that intonation is likely to expel lexical accents. Conversely, the more the speaker wants to put
prominence on a word, the more its accent is likely to resist (and even intercept) intonation; (ii)
Some "peaceful" relationships between intonation and accent are actually based on their conflict on
a deeper level; (iii) Besides copulative, cumulative, and conflictive relations, intonation can have a
parasitic relation to accent. Parasitic intonations are realized only by distorting the normal accent of
words.
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