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The types of language change in Kansai dialect :
Observed in the usage of three negative suffixes
in the young generation
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The types of language change in Kansai dialect:
Observed in the usage of three negative suffixes
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Abstract

Young speakers of Kansai dialect have three variants of negative suffix, -nai, -n, and
-hen. -Nai is from standard Japanese and the others are originally from Kansai dialect, but their
rules of usage have not been investigated well. In this study, we used the quantitative analysis of
transcripts and found the following:

(1) In the basic form of negative verb, -u is almost exclusively used in concessive and
conditional clauses and in the expression of permission, and -ken is used in other syntactic
environments.

(2) In the -ka@ form of negative verb, neo-dialect forms -n-ka@ (<a) and -hen-ka@ (-ta) replaced
traditional forms, and -n-ka@ (-fa) is more prevalent to -hen-ka@ (<ta) in numbers.

(3) In the -ku form of negative verb, new neo-dialect forms -un-ku(-te) and -hen-ku(-te) are
produced after the standard Japanese paradigm.

(4) The adjective nai ‘non-existent is gradually replacing the negative verb form ara-hen ‘non-
exist’ as the negative expression of the substantive verb aru ‘exist’.

(5) In negation of -te-iru and -fe-aru, there are a greater number of examples of the standard
Japanese form -te-nai than that of Kansai dialect form -fe-hen.

These facts suggest two steps of language change in the contact situation. First, speakers
decide to accept or not to accept new forms in three ways; (A) the acceptance of new forms, (B) the
production of neo-dialect forms by contamination, or (C) the maintenance of traditional forms.
Second, they choose how to accept or maintain those forms from four types; (i) the replacement of
traditional forms, (ii) the sharing of functions with them, (iii) the stable maintenance of traditional
forms, and (iv) the maintenance of selections from several traditional variants.

46



