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Abstract

Fuonsozu Enwajii (hereafter, Eiwajii) is an English-Japanese dictionary compiled in 1873 by
Shibata Masakichi and Koyasu Takashi. In addition to such conventional words as thuku (5%
) or fatemono (3E¥) which can be readily read according to the written kaxji compounds,
the dictionary contains entries like “Bi” which offer no certain readings, and for that
matter, may even be simply nonexistent. On the other hand, the furigana supplied to each
entry does not always correspond to the actual reading of the word: Whereas “#&fR” and “E
¥ are affixed with thuku and tatemono respectively, the furigana for “Bifd,” for example,
reads unjdsyo instead of zeikan. For such reasons, kanji-compound words appearing in Eiwajii
should require verification of their reading, word-type, source, etc. This paper focuses on
two-kangi compounds in order to illuminate their nature in the following respects: (1) their
word type; (2) in the case of Chinese words (kango), their Japanese as well as Chinese
authorities; (3)the percentage of the kango that seem to be neologisms of the latter half of
the Early Modern (kinser) period; and particularly (4) the origins of the words that are
suspected to have been coined by the compilers of Eiwajii. After examining about 9,000
words, this study finds that (1) Eiwajii utilizes mainly kango as translations; (2) when kango
is used, its authority is most likely——88.0 percent—to be a Chinese classic; (3) among the
words whose usage dates from the latter half of the kinsei period, the ones that seem to be
neologisms are 4.2 percent; and (4) the words of Eiwajii-coinage, when no authority could be
cited from the Chinese classics, may fall into the category of words whose usage dates from
the latter half of the kinse: period.
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