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Abstract

This paper examines changes in the relationship between inferential modal adverbs
(IMA)- osoraku, tabun, kitto, sazo and sadameshi and following forms (we call these
“co-occurrence forms”), such as dard, nichigainai, kamoshivenai and the like. First, we
survey the process of change after the Meiji period. Then, we present a model of his-
torical change in the relationship between IMA and co-occurrence forms.

When looking at changes in the occurrence ratio of each EMA historically, ex-
amples of kifio appear in each period. However, many examples of sazo and sadameshi
are seen only in the writing of authors born in early Meiji, and the occurrence of
osoraku and tabun rises in the writing of Showa born authors. And we find that num-
ber of occurrences ratio of use in narrative sentences and conversational sentences is
different for each IMA: Osoraku and fabun appear in narrative sentences, and kitto
and sezo in conversational sentences.

The following three types (models) were identified in terms of the relationship
between IMA and co-occurrence forms. 1) “Cumulative type”: IMA co-occurring with
various co-occurrence forms caused by the turning of the wheel of time. Osoraku and
tabun belong to this type. 2)“Coexistence type”. every co-occurrence form appears
regardless of which time period, at almost a fixed rate. Kitto is an example of this type.
And 3) “Concord -Koo-type™ it co-occurs with only one form. Sazo and sadameshi

correspond to this type.
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